
Richard the Third (Classic Reprint)

Ill RICHARD III. INTRODUCTION. This play was entered on the Stationers Register to
Andrew Wise, 20th Oct. 1597, and the 1st Quarto edition of it the Facsimile of which is here
given was published by him that same year, As it hath beene lately Acted by the Right
honourable the Lord Chamberlaine his seruants. It will be seen that no authors name appears
on the title page of this 1st edition :in the 2nd edition (Q2) 1598, it is said to be By William
Shakespeare. A third edition (Q3) was published in 1602, its title differing in no respect from
Q2 except in stating that it was Newly augmented ;but neither in this nor in any subsequent Q.
is any addition to be found to the text of the two first Qos. It differs from them only in a very
large increase of errors, which (it may be added) are mostly left uncorrected in the subsequent
Qos. A fourth edition (Q4) appeared in 1605 ;a fifth (Q5) in 1612 ;a sixth (Q6) in 1622 ;a
seventh (Q7) in 1629; and an eighth (Q8) in 1634; each Q. upwards being printed from its
immediate predecessor, with the exception of Q5, which was printed not from Q4 but from
Q3.1 The above particulars are taken from the Preface to the Play in Vol. V. of the Cambridge
edition of Shakespeare s Works, where also full bibliographical details, not needed here, will
be found. It is on the basis of the complete collation, given in the Cambridge edition, of all the
old copies that my work is founded, occasional reference only having been needed to the
original editions themselves. With this acknowledgment I must also express my sense of the
deep debt of gratitude which all lovers of Shakespeare owe to the labours of Messrs. W. G.
Clark and W. Aldis Wright: my admiration of their great work has increased with my almost
daily use of it since its publication, 1863-66. 1I do not presume to dispute this last statement of
the Cambridge editors; but the collati(Typographical errors above are due to OCR software
and dont occur in the book.)
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